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A FRENCH LABOR BUREAU. 



The stimulus imparted to the Statistics of Labor in this country by 
the establishment of the state and national bureaus has led to the 
creation of analogous departments in some of the European countries. 
The latest and perhaps the best equipped of all is V Office du Travail, 
established in France by a decree of August 19, 1891. The main 
points of the decree are as follows : — 

Art. 1. The object of the bureau of labor is to collect, coordinate, 
and publish, within the limits prescribed by the present decree, infor- 
mation relative to labor, especially concerning the condition and the 
development of production ; the organization and the remuneration of 
labor ; its relations to capital ; the condition of working people ; the 
comparative conditions of labor in France and abroad ; and, further- 
more, to execute any labors attaching to this range of subjects which 
may be submitted to it by the ministry of commerce, industry, and 
colonies. 

Art. 2. The office shall be a distinct department immediately 
under the authority of the minister of commerce, industry, and 
colonies. The personnel of the bureau is to consist [Art. 3.] of a 
director, with a salary of 12,000 to 18,000 fr. ; two chiefs of divisions, 
6000 to 9000 fr. ; two assistant chiefs of divisions, 3500 to 5500 fr. ; 
one actuary, 4000 to 7000 fr. ; two editors, or translators, 2200 to 
4000 fr. ; one librarian, 2200 to 4000 fr. ; three clerks, 1880 to 3000 
fr. ; three substitute clerks, 1200 to 1600 fr.; and three permanent 
agents for field work, 4000 to 7000 fr. 

Arts. 4 to 6. The director of the bureau is appointed by the presi- 
dent on the nomination of the minister, while the other officials are 
appointed by the minister. Officials of other departments may be 
temporarily attached to the bureau with the consent of the ministry 
to which they belong, and, at the suggestion of the director, temporary 
agents may be appointed for special services. 

Art. 7. The central bureau shall collect, by correspondence with 
public departments and officials, with individuals and organizations, or 
by investigations in French and other publications, the facts which 
may be useful to the office. It shall coordinate them with the infor- 
mation furnished by the field agents, and shall edit the whole either 
for publication or for report to the minister. 
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The correspondence of the bureau, witli the Ministry of commerce, 
industry, and colonies, and with the other ministries and their organs, 
shall be conducted in the forms prescribed by the various ministries. 

Art. 8. The temporary and permanent agents engaged in the 
external service of the bureau are to make their investigations directly 
at various places, to collect information, etc. They are under the 
immediate supervision of the director, and act at his order and under 
his instructions. Any investigations to be made, or facts to be col- 
lected, concerning the establishments or industries under the control 
or direction of the state, remain exclusively in the hands of the appro- 
priate administration, unless the administration request the assistance 
of the bureau of labor. 

Art. 9. The information collected and arranged by the bureau of 
labor shall form the basis of a periodical publication to be entitled 
Bulletin de V Office du Travail. Separate publications on special 
questions may also be made. 

In accordance with the above decree, of which the above are the 
main features, the president of the republic has appointed, by a decree 
bearing the same date, M. Lax, general inspector of roads and bridges, 
and formerly director of railroads in the ministry of public works, to 
be the first director of the bureau. R. P. F. 



BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON STATISTICS OF IMMIGRATION. 



Estimates of the number of immigrants arriving in the United 
States previous to 1820 are found in Seybert's Statistical Annals, and 
in the Tenth Census, vol. Population, 457. The immigration from 
Great Britain since 1815 is recorded in the British Statistical Almanac. 

In 1817 returns were made by the customs-house officials in the ten 
principal ports, showing the number of passengers who had entered 
at those ports during the year. These returns are now on file. 

Accurate statistical material has been collected since 1820, in com- 
pliance with the Passenger Act of March 2, 1819. This act required 
that a list of all passengers should be furnished the customs' collectors 
in each port, giving age, sex, occupation, country from which pas- 
sengers came, and the place of intended residence. These state- 



